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Genoral

HES *be events of %he week have been dominatéd by the cxplosicn at MeCurk's

her on 4 Dec 71, in which 15 died =nd 13 wareinjured. There hove hsen 35 ;
“houb. g obtocio durﬂng the week., Theze have been mainly directed ‘at comnmercisl
'prenlses or publlc places ond appear to have been pert of a deliberate calpaign
to keep the IR: in ihe public eye. Two UDR soldiers hove been killed by IRa
guonen in their ova hﬂues ond an officér, wounded in 2 shooting incident on

4 Dego 71 Fes died. On ¢ Dec T2 ihroe monberssof the IRA escaped fwom the

Granlin Hoad Frison.

'
-

2. In Jelfast sszrch and errest cperations have continued with comsiderable
success. The IRY heve hzd 6 officers earrested and thres gunmen were
arrested on 2 Dec 71 while attenpting o wages snetch in the Berbour erez. Cn
8 De¢ 71 an arms coche was, found whick included 3 SMGs, 6 pistels ,nd 3 500
rounds of ammunition, The city was virtually cordoned off in & nass
security force search cperation on 2 Dec 71 followirg the escepe af

whe 8id not reach the Republic uniil 7 Dec Tl. Following

+thz sxplosicn at MeCurk's bar on 4 Dec 71, there was e&n ipcrease in minor

incidents ond security forces deploysd fo 5eep sectarian crowds apart came
under autongtic fire on twe occasions: en Arny officer, who has since died,
and: two RUC constables were wounded. 0Other explosions during the week liave
-gutted 2 **ve—storev carpe 2t factory *nd exiensively donaged the Creencn

Lodge Hotgl.. On & Dsc 71 an [RA gunman lilled a soldier 6f 7 UDR afd wounded
hig -Quyedr-nld dnugaap; in their own houss. 3 .;? LN

’ RO

3, Ta unh:anapr?y therc has heen ap increase in shoctlng 1nciden¢s nnd the
re*ctlon to ‘sserch operafions hos béccne more intense, espscially in the Creggan,
whérz = vicious ond well prepered crowd viclantly coppossd the action of the
cecur*ty ferces. On 6 Dec 71 five gummen werc Ssen aiong a crowd of 200 Who'
T‘esmted o security forte ssarchk cperatiovn. On the sabic day three gunnmen and

& pevzrol bowbsr were sho?, end five carbines ond a rifle were recovered fron
one housg. On 5 Dec 71 & ‘spldisr was seoriously injured by £ nail bonk during
.rioting in the Rossville Strecet orsz. The ‘home of the Lord Lieutenant of
Londonderry was badly deneged dy o bomb on 3 Dec 71. Hooligans coatirue to
play their pert in Londonderry and sre cctive alnost every day.

4. In the country districts the mesjority of incidente have occurred in vhe

border oreszs. The closurs of border roads continugs to teont gunmen to shoot
at the security feoress. DIuring the weel therc heve been 9 such incideonts.
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Suplosive aviacks have boen corricd ouf in Lownpatrick, Newry and Strabane.

On 7 Dec 71 three guncen cmbered tho house of 2 scldier of 6 UDR mecr Coledem,
Kil1leg him in his bed 2nd stolo his SLR. . mobile patrol was cabushed in
Bewry on 8 Dec 71 and onc soldicr cnd four women inm a bus were wounded.

Depublicans {General)

5. Horale. Eoth fzctions of the hard prassed for nen

=nd poterizl throughout Ulster. ZPublic support in both the North and South is
said to have decrsased recently. The forale of the IRL

low ond untrzined nen are being used in torrorist oporations.

youths are being increasingly usad in both bomb ond ehooting incidents. There
are indications thet both fections of the IZ4 ere cxperiencing considerable
difficuliy in centrolling ipdividualsy who often opesreis .on their own initiotive, -

WhiieAthe ‘Ri is aclmewledged to comnend grect support ia Belfast and
Tondemderry, in other towns end in the raral arces support for the
£IDUT t¢ be-stronger. :

6. .McGurk's Bar. THe responeibility for the explosion at FcGurk's bar on
4 Dge: J1 cannot yet.ﬁefglloqnﬁedjwit@_any,éertainty."Both’winQS'pf the IRG
have denied responsibility dnd have blatied the UVF znd the security forces for
the attack. However, telephone calls %o thé Irish News end the Doily Dxpress
purgorting fo be from the League of Eopire Loyclists, and cleining respensibility
‘for-the explosion, have -been publicised. This organisation cesged to exist in

<

. ebout 1958 TForensic and EOD reports tend to indicats thet g explesion was

caused cccidentally insidé the public house by precature detonation, amongst &
_group whick contained an identified IR4 vietin: This is not conclusive,
however, snd investigations continue,

T Catholic Ex~Servicemen's Aésacict;pn (gmsA)., 4 recen: press repert cleips
42t TESS has ot present 11,000 nembers in Ulster (including 1,000 in Newry),
4,000 in the South and about 400 in Britain.

8. Internces, The advisory coarittes set up to consider the coses of nen
intorped under the Special Powers fict hod oxemined 202 cascs by 6 Doc Ta.
Théy_reconnehded the relescse of 18 iaternces, of whonm 16 haveolresady been
released ond Two hew refused B give anundertaking of "good behaviour™ reguired
by the comttse. G Sl j : : ‘ b

K 2 \ L i : & 3
9. frms Raid - Eize. - On 7 Déc 71, 10 hasked men orned with sub-pachine guns
raided. an itish FCL centre in Droghede, Co Moodh, &2l egscaped with 15 rifles,
two sub-nackine guns, Pades quantity of amtumitisa.'. ;

-

' Republicans

30; ' Strabanc. Recent imtreased IRA activities inm the~Stré5ane/Lifford grec
. have gainéd' further-support for the IRA.

11, Arnog Sezrches - Bire, On 4 Dec 71, following Gzrdei searches in the
Dundalk ares, , & well known member of ths IRi, was charged
with possessing a guentity of arcs, armunition end expleosives. He was remanded
in custody et a special ceurt on 5 Dec Tl.

eritically short of arnos although plenty of money is eveilable. This coup by
the Gerdai, ther statements in the

' must be o sot back to the es the weapons were
pogitioned conveniently closz to Tlster for cross-border operations,
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